20th Century Spiritual Leaders

Part 1: Early 20t" Century




Today’s Leaders

¢ Rudolf Steiner and Anthroposophy
¢ G.I. Gurdjieff and the Fourth Way
e William Seymour and Pentecostalism

e Elijah Muhammad and Nation of Islam




Rudolf Steiner and Anthroposophy

¢ Born 1861, in southern portion of Austrian empire,
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modern day Croatia, into a middle class family

e Spiritual experience at age 9 — saw spirit of Aunt who
had recently died (her death was unknown to him)

e Age 15, he gained an understanding of time, which he
considered a precondition for clairvoyance

e Attended Vienna Institute of Technology, studying
mathematics, physics, chemistry, botany, biology,
philosophy on scholarship, but did not graduate

Father was in service to Count Hoyos in Geras, but he married a maid and had to leave the
service of the Count.



Rudolf Steiner and An throposophy

e Became editor of natu

work, in 1882, age of 21

S

e Turned down a chance to work with Nietzsche archive
e Earned PhD in philosophy in 1891, age 30

* Wrote and published philosophical works, precursor
to Anthroposophy

e Married, but separated shortly after; no children

Wrote introductions and commentaries on Goethe’s scientific work
Turned down request to help organize Nietzsche archive



Rudolf Steiner and Anthroposophy

e Invited to Theosonhv Societv: in 1004. ap
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leader of German and Austria divisions o
e Society grew rapidly under his leadership
» Replaced Blavatsky terminology with his own

e Wanted to build a western approach to spirituality in
contrast to eastern slant of Theosophy

* Opposed Theosophy claim that Krishnamurti was new
Maitreya; led to split and formation of Anthroposophy
in 1912-13

Spoke regularly at Theosophy Society meetings



Rudolf Steiner and Anthroposophy

* New Society grew rapidly

e Built new theater and organizational center, in 1913, in
Dornach Switzerland called Goetheanum building

e First Waldorf school, in 1919, in Stuttgart Germany

e Founded School of Spiritual Science; subjects include:
e Anthroposophy, philosophy
e Sciences - astronomy, mathematics, medicine
* Arts - writing, speech, drama, music, visual

 Social sciences, agriculture, meditation

Society put on plays written by Steiner and Edouard Schure.
Arts at School of Spiritual Science included literary, performing, visual



Rudolf Steiner and Anthroposophy

¢ Post-war Germany proposals met with resistance

e Threefold Social Order - cultural, political, economic; make
independent, their fusion a source of problems

e Upper Silesia, claimed by both Germany and Poland; give
provisional independence

» Opposed Wilson’s proposed nations based on ethnic
groups, citing threat of nationalism

e National Socialist German Workers party attacked him
e Called a tool of the Jews; called for a “war against Steiner”

¢ Attempt against his life during speech in Munich, 1923

Called a traitor for not taking Germany’s side in Upper Silesia dispute

Steiner warned of the rise of the National Socialist German Workers party

Hitler attacked Steiner on many fronts

During speech lights turned off; stink bombs exploded; thugs rushed the stage; Steiner
escaped through rear door

Died in 1925
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* Anyone can develop ability to experience the spiritual
world

» Psychology and humanities based on a direct grasp of
ideal reality

» Wanted to integrate spiritual into human life

e Understanding reincarnation and karma necessary




Steiner’s Work

e Waldorf Schools
¢ Organic (biodynamic) agriculture

¢ Complementary medicine

¢ Homes for those with developmental disabilities

e Books, plays, essays

e Architecture, sculpture




e His Christianity is based on personal experience
e Christ purpose to inspire and unite all religions

e Christ as unique pivot and meaning of evolutionary
process and human history

e Every religion is valid for time and context where born

e Historical forms of Christianity must change to meet
ongoing evolution of humankind
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e Childhood in Kars, multiconfessional area - religious
melting pot

e Became fluent in Armenia, Russian, Greek, Turkish at
an early age; learned other languages later in life

e Interest in learning when young; witnessing
unexplained phenomena led to conviction that a hidden
truth existed, unexplained by science or religion

Kars was the capital of Transcaucasus provice of Kars Oblast, an area bordering Turkey.
Area had a history of respect for traveling mystics and holy men. Ethic groups included
Armenians, Russians, Greeks, Georgians, Turks, Kurds, Yazidi (religious group of Kurds with
roots in Zoroastrianism, Islam, Christianity, and Judaism)
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Tray widely

e India, Tibet, Egypt, Iran

e Central Asia where some accounts say he married and
had a family

e Worked for Russian government?
e Returned to Russian in 1912 and began his teaching
e Married in 1912

¢ Ouspensky, most famous student, began to study with
him in 1915

¢ Fled Moscow and the Russian revolution in 1917

Travels to Central Asia, Egypt, Iran, India, Tibet, and Rome

Gurdjieff claimed he supported himself during his travels with odd jobs and trading and
never referred to working for the government, but some historians believe he worked in
some government capacity in Central Asia.

Composer Thomas de Hartman became a student of Gurdjieff in 1916



urdjieff’s life

e Georgia 1919; Turkey 1920; France 1921 and onward
e Institute for the Harmonious Development of Man
e Near Chateau de Fontainebleau in crumbling mansion
called Prieure
e Fund raising in six or seven trips to US
e Caraccident in 1924;
* poor prognosis but complete recovery
e began writing (dictation for book) during recovery
e Prieure closed due to lack of funding in 1932

e Lived and taught in a small apartment until he died in
1949

Taught an all female group called “The Rope” — many members were lesbians

Book — Beelzebub’s Tales to His Grandson” first part in three part series he called “All and

Everything”
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G. I. Gurdjieff’s Fourth Way

e The Fourth way included methods that utilized the

pathways of the other three ways, but did not require
renouncing the world like the other three

e Physical practices of way of the fakir, those who use will
power to gain control over the body and enter trance
states connecting them to God

e Emotional practices of the way of the monk, those who
use devotion to develop a connection to God

e Mental practices of the way of the yogi, those who use
meditation practices to control over the mind and join
their consciousness the Absolute
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G. I. Gurdjieft’s physical work

e He required physical labor

e Often very hard and sometimes pointless.
e Dig a ditch for some supposed required drainage
e Tell them it isn’t needed; they must fill it in
e Dig it again

e This physical work often was integrated into the

mental work of watching oneself and controlling one’s

feelings and emotions and waking up

rom all of his students.
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G. L. Gurdjieff’s Emotional work

e Movement
e Ballet - The Struggle of the Magicians
 Sacred dance constituted an important part of his
teachings
e Music
* Composed some very haunting pieces in collaboration
with famous Russian composer and student Thomas de
Hartmann
e Controlling negative emotions
* Begin by just watching when they occur
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G. L. Gurdjieft’s Mental work

e Waking up
* Increase focus and attention
e Minimize daydreaming and absentmindedness
¢ The Kingdom of Heaven is within
e Law of Three
e Active, passive, and neutralizing forces in everything
e Law of Seven
¢ Ray of Creation includes seven rays of gravity
* Enneagram - union of laws of seven & three
* Includes both 3 (triangle of 3,6,9) & 7s (1/7 = 0.142857)

Claimed ideas of religions have become lost — he took existing religious texts and
reinterpreted them

Claimed people were in state of waking sleep, unconscious automatoms

Ray of Creation seven steps: 1) Entire Universe, 2) All galaxies, 3) Our Galaxy, 4) Our solar
system, 5) Sun, 6) Earth, 7) Moon



Gurdjieff’s Enneagram

* All knowledge can be
included in the
enneagram

* Only what you can
put into the enneagram
can you know

* The enneagram is
perpetual motion

Ouspensky wrote about Gurdjieff’s enneagram in one of his books, The Search for the
Miraculous

Enneagram 3 — 6 — 9 — the thirds

1/7 = 0.142857 (repeating this pattern)

2/7 = 0.285714 (repeating this pattern)

3/7 = 0.428571 (repeating this pattern)

4/7 = 0.571428 (repeating this pattern)

5/7 = 0.714285 (repeating this pattern)

6/7 = 0.857142 (repeating this pattern)
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William Seymour and Pentecostalism

e Born to former slaves in Louisiana,
e Left for north in 189o0s

e Became a born-again Christian in 1895

e Influenced by Daniel Sydney Warner, founder of
Church of God, advocated racial equality

e Ordained, in 1901, by Evening Light Saints, Holiness
group dedicated to racial equality

Racial violence, lynchings high at this time. LA had the highest rate in US.

Seymour was given to dreams and visions as a youth

Simpson Chapel Methodist Episcopal Church in Indianapolis location of born-again
experience.

Radical Holiness theology taught second blessing entire sanctification (i.e., sanctification is
a post-conversion experience that results in complete holiness), divine healing,
premillennialism, and the promise of a worldwide Holy Spirit revival before the rapture.
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e Baptism by the Holy Spirit
 Glossolalia - speaking in tongues
e Left school to take minister position in Los Angeles

* Began preaching at Julia Hutchins’s Holiness Church
in February, 1906

Since Texas law forbade blacks to sit in classrooms with whites, Parham encouraged
Seymour to remain in a hallway and listen to his lectures through the doorway.

Speaking in tongues indicated the gift of the Holy Spirit and that an individual would go to
heaven.

Felt called by God to position in LA.



» Started meeting in home of friend; fasting and praying
* Size of crowds forced move to Azusa Street
¢ Beginning of the church called Apostolic Faith Mission
» No order of service - Holy Ghost in control

e Tongues, shouting, trances, holy dance

Hutchins couldn’t abide with the speaking in tongues of Seymour.

Preached on friend’s front porch to crowds gathered in the street. At one point, the jostling
crowd grew so large the porch floor caved in

Old abandoned African Methodist Episcopal church on Azusa Street had recently been used
as a warehouse and stable. Although it was a shambles, Seymour and his small band of
black washerwomen, maids, and laborers cleaned the building, set up board plank seats,
and made a pulpit out of old shoebox shipping crates.

Although the little frame building on Azusa Street measured only 40 by 60 feet, as many as
600 persons jammed inside while hundreds more looked in through the windows
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William Seymour and Pentecostalism

a .

e News that “the Pentecost h
across the country

e Whites soon outnumbered blacks, but still integrated at
first

e Seymour published Apostolic Faith to 50,000 subscribers

e More Pentecostal churches sprang up after leaders came
and visited Seymour

¢ Holiness churches
e Church of God

¢ Assemblies of God

At Azusa Street, the color line was washed away in the Blood. (Remember this is Jim Crow
era of the south.)



e In

* In 1909 white female co-workers left with mailing list
cutting him off from his followers and ended his
leadership in the growing movement

e Seymour stayed and preached at Azusa Street until his
death in 1924

¢ In 2000 the Pentecostal church members of the world
numbered around 500,000,000 - second largest
Christian family in the world. All of these trace their
roots back to Seymour.

Rumors circulated in the black community that Crawford may have left in a fit of jealousy. It
was said that she had wanted to marry Seymour but was discouraged from doing so by C.
H. Mason because the world was not prepared for interracial marriages. When Seymour
decided to marry Jennie Moore, a black leader at Azusa Street, Crawford opposed it
“because of the shortness of time before the rapture of the church

Pentecostalism has grown very large in Africa and South America

The Dictionary of Christianity in America cites Pentecostalism as being “perhaps the single-
most-significant development in twentieth-century Christianity.”

Because of Pentecostalism and the Charismatic Movement, all Christians have had to
consider more deeply the role of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Christian and in Christian
mission around the world.
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Elijah Muhammad and Nation of Islam

e Born Elijah Robert Poole in 1897 in Sandersville, Ga.
e Dad a sharecropper; mother a maid; 13 siblings

* Quit school age 10; married age 20

e Left for north age 26; settled in Detroit

e Drawn to teachings of Marcus Garvey

* Became member of Universal Negro Improvement
Association

Had grown tired of the Jim Crow South saying “I seen enough of the white man’s brutality
to last me 26,000 years” He witnessed three lynchings of black by white mobs
Muhammad moved his wife and children to Detroit as part of the great migration and
found work in an automobile factory

While living in Detroit, Muhammad was drawn to the teachings of Marcus Garvey and
became a member of the Universal Negro Improvement Association.

Garvey clashed with prominent African-American leaders of the day, including W.E.B. Du
Bois. Among his criticisms, Du Bois denounced Garvey for meeting with Ku Klux Klan (KKK)

members in Atlanta. At this meeting, Garvey told the KKK that their goals were compatible.

Like the KKK, Garvey said, he rejected miscegenation and the idea of social equality. Blacks
in America needed to forge their own destiny, according to Garvey. Ideas like these
horrified Du Bois, who called Garvey "the most dangerous enemy of the Negro Race in
America and in the world" in a May 1924 issue of The Crisis
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Elijah Muhammad and Nation of Islam
e Introduced to Islam by Wallace Fard
e Fard connected Isalm to black nationalism
e Christianity was white person’s religion
 Islam was closer to blacks’ African roots
* Fard called his movement the Nation of Islam
e Fard disappeared in 1934

e Muhammad took over leadership saying that Fard had
come as Allah in the flesh

In 1931, Muhammad met Wallace D. Fard, a salesman who had begun teaching African-
Americans in the Detroit area about Islam. Fard’s teachings connected the principles of
Islam with black nationalism--ideas that were attractive to Muhammad
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Elijah Muhammad and Nation of Islam

e With leadership fights threatening his life he moved his
family

* Chicago - site of Temple #2
¢ Milwaukee - site of Temple #3
e Washington, D.C. - site of Temple #4
* Much time spent reading 104 books recommended by Fard

¢ Arrested for Draft Resistance and sedition in 1942
(encouraging followers to not register for draft)

e Served four years in prison

In 1931, Muhammad met Wallace D. Fard, a salesman who had begun teaching African-
Americans in the Detroit area about Islam. Fard’s teachings connected the principles of
Islam with black nationalism--ideas that were attractive to Muhammad

26
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» Began to proselytize and recruit new members

e Nation grew to 15 temples in 1955; 50 temples in 1959
* Appealed to young, disadvantaged blacks

e Spoke to their economic needs

* Purchased land and business to provide housing and
jobs for members

By the 1970s, the Nation of Islam owned bakeries, barber shops, coffee shops, grocery
stores, laundromats, a printing plant, retail stores, numerous real estate holdings, and a
fleet of tractor trailers, plus farmland in Michigan, Alabama, and Georgia.

In 1972 the Nation of Islam took controlling interest in a bank, the Guaranty Bank and Trust
Co.

Nation of Islam-owned schools expanded until, by 1974, the group had established schools
in 47 cities throughout the United States.

In 1972, Muhammad told followers that the Nation of Islam had a net worth of $75 million
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Elijah Muhammad’s teachings

¢ Blacks were the 'original' human being

e ‘Evil' whites an offshoot race that would go on to
oppress black people for 6,000 years.

e The Nation of Islam's goal was to return the stolen
hegemony of the inferior whites back to blacks
across America
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Elijah Muhammad’s teachings

* Pro-separation views compatible with KKK
* Met with KKK leaders
e Had founder of American Nazi Party speak at mosque

e Called the Hitler of the black man by American Nazi
leader
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Elijah Muhammad'’s personal life

» Twenty-one children to a mixture of over a half-dozen
women; only one wife

e Malcolm X left the organization over the use of the
Nation’s fund to support Elijah Muhammad’s women
and children

e After his death nineteen of his children sued the
Nation of Islam’s successor, seeking status as heirs;
case was thrown out
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Elijah Muhammad and Nation of Islam

e Elijah Muhammad died in 1976

¢ His son, Warith Deen, became leader and disbanded
the Nation and in 1977 formed a traditional Islamic
community called the American Society of Muslims

e Louis Farrakhan resigned from this new group and
reinstituted the Nation of Islam

The American Society of Muslims would dissolve, change names and reorganize many
times.

Farrakhan resigned from the reformed organization and reinstituted the original Nation of

Islam upon the foundation established by Wallace Fard Muhammad and Elijah Muhammad.

Farrakhan regained many of the Nation of Islam's original properties including the National
Headquarters Mosque #2 and Muhammad University of Islam in Chicago, IL
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